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The raccoon (Procyon lotor) has been identi�ed as one of the most important invasive species in 
the world, including its new colonization areas: several Spanish locations (Garcia et al, 2011; Pinya 
et al., 2009). In recent years, have been con�rmed sporadic appointments of raccoons around the 
Natural Doñana Environment (NDE), observing a signi�cant increase of them from the last quarter 
of 2011. During the �rst half of 2012, were collected data pointing to a group of individuals that 
may be present in NDE (Fig.1). 

In July and August 2012 started a research based on the detection of signs 
of the species covering those points that were most likely to �nd any evi-
dence to con�rm their presence. The �eldwork was organized in di�erent 
polygons sample (Fig. 1), focusing the search on the water bodies of NDE 
and their areas of in�uence. Was done a systematic research for evidence 
in riverbeds and banks using tracking techniques and camera traps, iden-
tifying and di�erentiating tracks of those species that most of all could be 
confused on substrates of poor quality registration.

Fig. 2 First footprints found. Hind (left) and front (right)

On August 8th, near Bollullos de la Mitación (Sevilla), was detected the 
�rst footprints compatible with raccoon (Fig. 2) in the Majaberraque 
stream (X: 752178 - Y: 4131053). There were detected many tracks con-
centrated on a stretch of about one kilometer in length (Fig. 3), and pos-
sible escrements and supply remains. The same day was con�rmed the 
presence of the species, obtaining the �rst images of a group of raccoons 
using camera traps (Fig. 4).

After the research, in September started the trapping campaign in the section using the cage-traps in Fig. 5 
baited with fruits and animal feed. We managed to capture a total of 11 individuals (3 males and 8 females) 
who, along with 5 other females delivered by an owner of a nearby farm, were transferred to the Center for Re-
covery of Threatened Species "Calatilla" in Huelva, where they were euthanized. Trapping campaign was �nali-
zed when the capture of raccoons stopped, beginning the capture of genets (Genetta genetta) and other 
native species. None of the 16 trapped raccoons was identi�ed by microchip, and the average weight of the 
group was 4,4kg. After taking blood sample to track their genetic origin, the bodies were taken to the Veteri-
nary Faculty of Murcia (Fig.6) to assess their health status as the raccoon carries important pathogens (Bel-
trán-Beck et al ., 2011), for instance the parasitic nematode Baylisascaris procyonis capable to kill other species, 
including man.

Fig. 1 Sampling polygons and 
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Fig. 5 Cage-traps

Fig. 6 Cadaver 
before necropsy

Despite continued research in other water bodies of the sampling area, it 
could be possible verify, during the rest of the tracking period, the stable 
presence of the animals in Majaberraque using camera traps, concluding 
that the section was part of the core area. It was estimated that the size of 
the group was at least four individuals of di�erent sizes living along the 
stream bed.

Since summer of 2012, raccoon appointments in the area have been drastically reduced, with frequent failures 
in identifying tracks or even animals,  just with a few data of the species. Therefore, one can not rule out the 
presence of isolated individuals in the NDE, so the areas near the points of capture is still under monitoring 
programs.
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Fig. 3 Section with 
presence.

Fig. 4 Image with four 
individuals.
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